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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

 

Summertime and baseball go hand in hand…like ice cream and cake, peanut butter and jelly.  I’ve always 

enjoyed the game of baseball, whether it was playing it as a little leaguer growing up…or sandlot pick-up games 

with friends…or using a bigger ball and playing church softball.  There has always been something special about 

the game…whether I was playing it or watching it. 

I’ve always appreciated the wooden bats as opposed to metal/aluminum bats.  Maybe it is the grain that runs 

through the wooden bats, and the fact that it takes more skill hitting a baseball with a wooden bat.  Wooden bats 

have a “SWEET SPOT”…the one place on the bat that when it meets the ball on the perfect swing, it will send 

the ball rocketing in the opposite direction.  The “SWEET SPOT” produces searing line drives and tape measure 

home runs!  That is the zone every batter wants to be in. 

The Bible teaches us there is a “SWEET SPOT” in life…that place where life will be experienced at its very 

best…that place where no matter what is happening around us we are at peace.  The “SWEET SPOT” of life is 

living in the center of God’s will.  

We hear this truth proclaimed in various ways through the words of Jesus.  Look closely and ponder deeply these 

words of life:   

Matthew 16: 25 – 26  

“Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for Me will find it.  What good will it be 

for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

John 6:35 

“I Am the Bread of Life.  He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be 

thirsty.” 

John 8:12 

“I Am the Light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 

John 10:10 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

John 15:5 

“I Am the Vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 

Me you can do nothing.” 

As we approach the summer of 2018, do you find yourself living in the “SWEET SPOT”?  Summertime is a 

wonderful opportunity to recharge or get connected at a deeper level in our relationship with God.  I hope this 

summer finds you moving closer to the center of God’s “SWEET SPOT” for your life. 

 

Walking the journey with you, 

Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

 



 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
 MUSIC INFUSION, June 18-19, is just a week away and the Registration deadline is Wed. June 13. We still have a few 

openings for kids in grades 3-6.  

 

This is a workshop for beginner instruction on the piano for those without any prior formal piano lessons. Learning to play 

the piano is known to build a solid musical foundation for all other musical endeavors.  Part of the two-day workshop is 

spent on learning to playing handbells- a fun way to learn the basics of reading music. 

 

Registration forms are downloadable from the M.I. website- musicinfusionfbc.com - and are available in the church 

office, in the HUB, and in the narthex. Tuition is $12. 

 

We still need to borrow a few additional electronic keyboards/with stands and with 61 or more keys. If you would be 

willing to loan a keyboard, please contact Tom Hollinger asap at 304-727-4661, fbcsa.tom@frontier.com, or on FB. 

 

Please pray for our preparations for the effectiveness of M.I.in the lives of these children.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 Wednesday, August 8, 6:30 p.m. - Children’s Choirs begin for age 3- Grade 5. 

 Wednesday, August 22, 7:40 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir begins. 

 

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD – October, November, and December: 

 Women’s and Men’s Choruses for People Who Can’t Sing. 

 “Peace Has Come”- A Christmas Musical 

“The Story of ‘Silent Night’” –A drama celebrating the 200
th
 anniversary of the writing of the world’s  most sung Christmas 

Carol. 

 

And…a new hymn we will be learning in the fall. Listen for it on June 10! 

 

The Lord Is My Salvation 

The grace of God has reached for me, And pulled me from the raging sea. 

And I am safe on this solid ground: The Lord is my salvation. 

I will not fear when darkness falls, His strength will help me scale these walls. 

I'll see the dawn of the rising sun: The Lord is my salvation. 

 

In times of waiting times of need, When I know loss when I am weak. 

I know His grace will renew these days: The Lord is my salvation. 

And when I reach the final day, He will not leave me in the grave. 

But I will rise, He will call me home: The Lord is my salvation. 

 

Who is like the Lord our God? Strong to save, faithful in love. 

My debt is paid, and the victory: won The Lord is my salvation. 

 

Glory be to God, the Father, Glory be to God, the Son, 

Glory be to God, the Spirit; The Lord is our salvation. 

 

CCLI # 377282 

 

Blessings for a wonderful summer, 

Tom 
 

 

 

mailto:fbcsa.tom@frontier.com


Our Wednesday Fun Nights (the children’s Wednesday night summer program) began on May 30 with a kickoff and 

continues every Wednesday night during the summer.  On June 6, our theme will be Dogs!  We will be talking about 

loyalty—especially our loyalty to Jesus.  Erica Price will bring her adorable doggie Darla for you to meet!  The summer program 

is divided into two groups:  age 4/5 and grades 1-5.  See you at 6:30 p.m. in the Gathering Place!  Note:  A sign-up sheet for 

teachers and helpers is in the Hub outside the church office.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Backpack Ministry 
The backpack ministry has completed another school year for the eligible students at Anne Bailey 

School.  The school year began with 128 students and ended with 105 students receiving food for 

their backpacks for the weekends.  A big “thank you” to all who donated food items and made 

monetary donations.  Also, many thanks to all who volunteered each week to pack the backpacks 

with food items, helped with transporting the food to the school and returning the baskets to the 

church from the school.  The barrel will remain in the Welcome Center during the summer if you 

would like to continue donating food items during the summer; it will be checked weekly.  The Lord 

has abundantly blessed this vital ministry. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Parents & Grandparents, 
Send your kids on an impacting island adventure!  At Shipwrecked VBS, kids will discover how 

Jesus rescues us through life’s storms.  Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Bible-learning 

experiences kids see, hear, touch and taste!    Sciencey-Fun Gizmos, team-building games, cool 

Bible songs, and tasty treats.  We’ll also help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday 

life:  “God Sightings”. 

Parents, grandparents and friends are invited to join us at Sail Away Sendoff each evening at 8:40 

p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Encourage your children to invite a friend.  For each friend they bring, they 

may choose a prize from our treasure chest.  Postcards will be provided to hand out.  This year, 

those who will be going into 6
th
 grade in the fall are included. 

Dates: July 9 – 12 ~ Dinner:  5- 5:40 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall (free for parents and kids) 

VBS Time:  5:45 – 9:00 p.m. 
Registration forms are available with a folder for completed forms in the Hub outside the office. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This is What the Knit-Wits do: 

A couple of months ago I was privileged to receive a picture of a homeless man wearing a toboggan that was among the 35 that I 

had knit and sent to St. Timothy Lutheran Church last fall.  I shared this with Pastor Joel and he thought it would be nice to bring 

the congregation up to date on just what the Knit-Wits are up to these days.   

The Prayer Shawl Ministry was a vision of Tammy Coppala who picked up a book of Shawl patterns in 2010 and noticed it had 

information about a Prayer Shawl Ministry and the vision became a reality.  She invited other knitters to join her, which they did.  

I was not a charter member, but joined a few years later.  The shawls are covered in prayer before being given away to a grieving 

family, terminal illness case, post hospital stay, or any time a church member is in crisis.  In the meantime we have branched out 

into other service projects such as preemie hats for Women & Children's and Thomas Hospitals, at least 50 toboggans with 

scarves for the day our Christmas baskets are picked up, we send at least 50 toboggans to Weirton Christian Center which Kim 

says she uses for Christmas gifts for "all of her kids".  Joy knits hats for everyone even if they want the one she is wearing at the 

time.  She also knit and gave so many lap robes to the veterans that they gave her a certificate of appreciation.   

We had a very generous yarn donation [if you consider a van full] from a member of St. Timothy and that is why I made 

toboggans for them to give away at their Sunday evening supper for the homeless.  Everyone has been so generous with yarn 

donations and we want you to know how much it is appreciated.  When the group first organized each person bought their own 

yarn, but now we can go shopping right here in the yarn/quilting room @ FBC for yarn for our next service project. 

So what started out as a Shawl Ministry has blossomed into a yarn ministry for all kinds of service projects.   Another ministry on 

the horizon is Twiddlemuffs for dementia patients.  Thanks to all of you for supporting us. 

Submitted by Jeanette Kuhl for The Knit-Wits  

 
The Nadine Hinchman Circle will be meeting at Tim Horton’s on Tuesday, June 12

th
, at 2:00 p.m.  After a time of fellowship 

there, they will be visiting some Homebound people, taking them a smile, some cheer and a small gift.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



St. Mark’s will once again offer History Wednesdays, a program where volunteers dress as historical characters and share what their 

lives were like.  There is a registration form on the bulletin board outside the church office which you can take down and make a copy 

of.  Following is the 2018 History Wednesday Schedule: 

June 20 – Nellie Bly (1864-1922) – American journalist who pretended to be a mental patient to expose conditions in asylums. 

June 27 – Grace O’Malley (1530-1603) – “An Irish legend, Grace O’Malley ‘Never conquered, never defeated Pirate Queen of 

Ireland.’”  

July 11 – Sacajawea (1790-1812) – “accompanied Lewis and Clark on their expedition and served as interpreter” 

July 18 – Jemima Boone (1762-1834) – Captured by Indians and rescued by her father, Daniel Boone.  This performance also offered 

at 6:30 p.m. (registration at 6:00 p.m.) 

July 25 – Euell Gibbons (1911-1975) – Proponent of eating wild foods 

All performances will be at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 405 B Street, St. Albans.  Please call  (304) – 727-1477 or (304) 542-4161 if 

you have questions.  The cost is $5 per week or $20 for all performances. 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ST. ALBANS, WV 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING – May 9, 2018 
 
After the invocation and hymn singing, Moderator Don Burford called the May 9, 2018, regular Business 

Meeting to order at 7:17 PM in the Lower Auditorium.  

MINUTES: The minutes for the April 11, 2018, Business Meeting were approved as printed in the May issue of 
The Beacon. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Moderator made the following announcements coming from Advisory Council: 

 The Work Crew provided 60 man-hours of service to the Church in April.  

 The Church Picnic will be June 3 at Parchment Valley. 

 Tom Hollinger has posters for Music Infusion.  If anyone has an appropriate public place to hang one, 

please contact Tom. We have open spots for enrollment.  

 

MOTIONS FROM ADVISORY COUNCIL:   

1. The Clerk moved approval of hiring Baker Knapp as part-time Director/Leader of the Youth Worship Team, 

for Wednesday evenings only, at $60/wk., effective May 2, 2018.  The motion was seconded and carried.  

2. The Clerk moved approval of approval of cancelling Bible Study and all activities on Wednesday evening, 

July 4, 2018, due to the holiday. The motion was seconded and carried. 

3. The Clerk moved approval of putting a notice in the bulletin and in the pre-service announcements on the 

screen reminding everyone to limit food and drink to water only in the Sanctuary.  Exact wording will be 

handled by the Board of Deacons and approved by the Pastor. The motion was seconded and carried. 

4. The Clerk moved approval of Jeff Losh as Board of Deacons representative on the Safety Committee for a 3-

year term. The motion was seconded and carried. 

5. The Clerk moved approval of Randy Jones as Board of Trustees representative on the Safety Committee for 

a 3-year term. The motion was seconded and carried. 

6. The Clerk moved approval of the following as at-large representatives on the Safety Committee: Larry Bailey, 

2-year term; Karen Shuck, 2-year term; Ron Forren, 1-year term. The motion was seconded and carried. 

7. The Clerk moved approval of Steve Stodgen as at-large representative on the STAR Club Board of Directors, 

term ending 2021. The motion was seconded and carried. 

8. The Clerk moved approval of Nancy House as a civic community representative on the STAR Club Board of 

Directors, term ending 2021. The motion was seconded and carried. 

9. The Clerk moved acceptance of the financial statement for April dated 4/30/18, subject to audit. The 

motion was seconded and carried. 

 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ITEMS: John and Ashley Bennett were granted transfer of membership to New 

Heights Church, Huntington, WV. by motion/second/vote. 

MOTIONS FROM THE FLOOR:  None 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn, which was seconded and carried 

at 7:23 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Kay Knight, Church Clerk 

   

 



First Baptist Church 
St. Albans, WV 

C H U R C H   C A L E N D A R 

JUNE/JULY 2018 

SUMMER CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

   SUN.   8:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship MON. 9:00 a.m. Exercise (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 
   9:45 a.m. Sunday School TUE. 7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal 
 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship WED. 6:30 p.m. Prayer meeting & Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. Evening Worship                       The Well (Grades 6 – 12)  
    J.A.M. (Ages 4 - Grade 5)   Summer Children’s Program (Age 3 – Grade 5) 
 7:45 p.m. Overflow (Grades 6 - 12)      7:40 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
              

SPECIAL CHURCH SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 
June     

   3 SUN.  (after 11:00 a.m. service) Church Picnic (Parchment Valley, Ripley) 

   5 TUE.    1:00 p.m. Demma Melton Circle 

   9 SAT. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Haiti Donations Organization Mtg. (Gathering Place) 

 10 SUN.      Promotion Sunday 

      6:30 p.m. Grounded Service (Gathering Place) 

 11 MON.   6:30 p.m. Board Meetings 

     8:00 p.m. Advisory Council 

 13 WED.   6:00 p.m. Packing For Haiti (Gym) 

     6:30 p.m. Business Mtg./Bible Study 

                    14-22   Mission Trip to Haiti 

 17 SUN.   Happy Father’s Day! (no evening service) 

               18-19    MON.-TUE. 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Music Infusion (incoming grades 3-6) 

     25 MON.   6:00 p.m. VBS Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  

    26 TUE.   6:00 p.m. S.T.A.R. Club Board of Directors Reception (Parlor) 

July       

  3 TUE. 1:00 p.m. Demma Melton Circle 

  4 TUE.  Happy Independence Day! (church office closed) 

  8 SUN. 6:30 p.m. Grounded Service (Gathering Place) 

 9-12    MON.-THU.        5 – 9 p.m. Shipwrecked VBS  
     (optional dinner: 5:00 pm; VBS program:  5:45 – 9:00 pm) 

    9 MON.  6:30 p.m. Board Meetings 

    8:00 p.m. Advisory Council 

 10 TUE.  Youth Trip to King’s Island 

 11 WED.  6:30 p.m. Business Meeting/Bible Study 

                   21 – 28  SAT. – SAT.  Youth Mission Serve Trip to Marion, Ohio  
  

 

 

 

 

Visit our church website: www.firstbaptiststalbans.com 
  
 
 
 
 

~RECENT DEATHS OF CHURCH MEMBERS~ 

Joe Tribble passed away 3/7/2018 

Camp Cowen Schedule June/July 2018 
June 
8 – 10  Younger Midler Camp (grades 2 – 4) 
10 – 16  Jr. I Camp (grades 5 – 6) 
17 – 23  Jr. High I Camp (grades 7 – 9) 
24 – 30  Jr. II Camp (grades 5 – 6) 
July 
1 – 7  High School I Camp (grades 9 – H.S. Grads) 
8 – 14  Jr. High II Camp (grades 7 – 9) 
15 – 21  High School II Camp (grades 9 – Grads) 
27 – 30  Family Camp 

30 – Aug. 2 Older Midler Camp (grades 3 – 4) 

 


